
To accompany the qualitative and quantitative data, we wrote a literature
review highlighting  the critical role of arts education in promoting
academic success, social development, and equity, particularly for
underserved students in Seattle Public Schools. Despite evidence that arts
participation improves grades, attendance, and engagement, students of
color, multilingual learners, and low-income students face significant
barriers to access, with many schools lacking certified arts teachers and
offering minimal instruction. Using a racial justice framework, the review
explores strategies to expand equitable arts access, strengthen
community engagement, and foster transformative outcomes for students
of color.

LITERATURE REVIEW
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 In Yr. 1: Conducted focus groups
and interviews with students,
teachers, principals and arts
partners to better understand what's
available, what are challenges and
where are gaps to inform the
strategic priorities for the Arts plan. 

ENGAGEMENT

Read more at
rainbowresearch.org.

Paired with a literature review, we
were able to share out our findings
with the Seattle Teachers and arts
educators at working with the TCA
project, and were able to socialize

and have stakeholders engage with
our findings to help inform the next
step in the process, which was the

strategic arts plan. 

REPORTING

Following reporting and engagement, the strategic
priorities for the arts plan were refined to include
clear goals and measurable activities. Continued

outreach and collaboration ensured the plan aligned
with district and city goals for arts education.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES AND

ARTS PLAN

Investing in arts education is an act of faith in the next
generation — a belief that when young people have the

tools to create, they also find the courage to lead.


